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The Annual Meeting of the American 
Peace Society. 

This number of the Advocate op Peace is given 
up largely to the report of the proceedings of the 
seventy-sixth annual meeting of the American Peace 
Society. 

The occasion was one of unusual interest. There 
was a feeling of strong gratification among those 
present at the remarkable progress during the year 
both in the enlargement of public interest in the 
cause of international concord and in the develop- 
ment and extension of arbitration as manifested by 
the treaties recently signed in Western Europe. 

This gratification was, of course, coupled with keen 
regret that Japan and Russia had gone to war with 
each other, when they might so easily and honorably 
have found a way out of the conflict by making use 
of the scheme of mediation provided in the Hague 
Convention, to which they were both parties. The 
resolution on the subject which was unanimously 
adopted, urging our government to seize the first 
favorable moment to proffer its good offices for the 
restoration of peace, will be found on another page. 

The fact that our own government, which has per- 



haps done more than any other for the movement, is 
at present falling behind in the matter of arbitration 
treaties, when it ought, in loyalty to its own history, 
to be in the forefront, was also much deplored. So 
was the fact that in its recent dealing with Colombia 
arbitration had been ignored in the matter of the 
proper construction to be put upon the treaty of 1846. 

But on the whole no meeting of the Society was 
ever before held under circumstances more generally 
encouraging. 

Our readers will all wish to study carefully the 
annual report of the Board of Directors, which we 
give in full. In the survey there presented are 
brought together the numerous occurrences of the. 
year relating to the arbitration and peace movement, 
after which people are so frequently inquiring. Any 
one who takes the trouble to master the array of 
facts given in the report can hardly fail to become 
convinced that arbitration, the pacific method of 
settling international disputes, is no longer an ex- 
periment, but that it has already permanently estab- 
lished itself both in general public opinion and in 
the public law of the world. 

We had expected to publish in full in this issue 
the splendid address of Mr. MacVeagh at the annual 
dinner in the evening, but give only liberal extracts 
from it, as he has not been able to revise and prepare 
it for publication in full. 

Many excellent sentiments were also expressed in 
the briefer speeches of the evening. We give a sum- 
mary of these for the benefit of our readers. 



Arbitration with Weak Powers. 

There was one point in Moorfield Storey's brief 
remarks at the annual dinner of the American Peace 
Society on May 18 that deserves more serious atten- 
tion than it has yet received. We mean the matter 
of the arbitration of strong powers with small and 
weak ones. Mr. Storey called attention to the fact 
that our own government has up to the present time 
wholly ignored the desire of Colombia, that the ques- 
tion of the proper interpretation of the treaty of 
1846 and of our government's responsibility under it 
should be submitted to impartial arbitration. 

That this is a proper subject for arbitration, as it 
is a purely judicial question, every one must admit. 
The new arbitration treaties concluded by the Western 
European governments provide for reference to the 



